                  Lake Garage Central Lancashire League 
                                  Rochdale v Clifton                                
                              Saturday 23rd August 2009
Clifton visit Redbrook today and it has been somewhat of a topsy turvy summer for them. They found life difficult in the early part of the season during which time their nadir was probably the defeat that they suffered against us when we won with an all amateur team. To make matters worse that day, they only had ten make and all in all it was a day for them to forget. Apologies, then for reminding them.

Since those days, though, their fortunes have improved to the extent that they will feature in their first CLL final when they take on Heywood in the Twenty/20 next month. Additionally their second team lifted the Burton Cup a couple of weeks ago to giver them their first senior silverware since they joined the CLL in 2006. 
There’s plenty of experience at Clifton’s helm. Skipper Chris Lord is no spring chicken while his second in command Glen Bullock at least matches him in the veteran stakes. Clifton’s professional is Adil Nadir, a more than capable batsman who can win any game on his own as last season’s toal of 1308 runs at over 62 illustrates. This return in such a wet summer represents a worthy effort. With Clifton now acquiring some momentum an interesting game is in prospect.

In our quest for a top 5 finish, we could have done without losing at Oldham. It was without doubt, our worst performance for some time and we could hardly blame the new Duckworth/Lewis type rule for our defeat. The truth is that we were struggling well before it rained. It was essential therefore that we bounced back the following day and we showed commendable spirit to beat Littleborough. However, yesterday’s reversal at Unsworth  set our Lancashire Cup back once more to the extent that we can hardly afford any more slip ups before the end of the season.

We were unfortunate yesterday. Not because we played well, but rather that we came across Wayne Madsen in imperious form. Madsen has ‘done’ us before and yesterday he administered a severe dose of déjà view. It was hard medicine to take and Unsworth’s final score of 287 appeared more or less unsurpassable – apart from the latter stages of a partnership between the Pro and Andy Dawson which gave us every chance. But on 183 for 3 with 13 overs left we suffered one of those collapses that have blighted our season and just made 200.

All eyes are therefore now focused on the Seconds, who enter the final stages of the season in pole position. After yesterday’s round of games, they sit 4 points ahead of their nearest challengers, Middleton. With only 5 games left can we keep our nerve?

With the skipper taking an untimely break, the reins were handed to ‘Chicken’ Butterworth last weekend. (Incidentally that nickname now seems a little inappropriate on account of Paul’s advancement towards middle age. ‘Owd Cock’ might be more apt.) Anyway, the deputy came good, leading the team to 2 victories. And from the front too. In the Boro game the home team had recovered from 114 for 6 to 189 for9, but the skipper’s positive response, a rapid 70,set the tone and we won by 8 wickets. Gilly returned yesterday and, with a point to prove featured in a terrific batting recovery, then took 4 wickets as Unsworth were bowled out well short.

However, and pleasingly, the stars yesterday were 2 youngsters. With our innings perilously placed at 60 for 6, Lee Crabtree made a half century, displaying a maturity beyond his years. Our resultant 190 enabled Tom Avery to go all guns blazing and he responded by taking 5 wickets, this by way of celebration of selection, next week, for Lancahire U’16s.
                          TODAY’S TEAMS
 ROCHDALE                                         CLIFTON
D. Ayres                                                   C. Lord
A. Smith                                                   G. Bullock
A. Dawson                                                A. Hough                                                   D. Cryer                                                   O. Dunn
S. Butterworth                                         T. Chaudry
G. Butterworth                                        Al Radzoch
D. Faulkner                                              Ad Rodzoch
N. Avery                                                   S. Cullen
D. Britton                                                 A. Lord
D. Tweddle                                               L. Dorsey                           
K. Weeraratna                                         A. Nisar
                                 Today’s  Sponsors

                                         Match 

                             KEVIN BRETT 
                            Match Ball and Expenses:
                          CHRIMES BUTCHERS              
