                      Lake Garage Central Lancashire League
                              Rochdale v Middleton
                             Sunday 24th May 2009
One of the pitfalls of being a cricket enthusiast is that you must be a wild optimist. It is also essential that you take an unhealthy interest in matters meteorological. So, when some bright spark from the weather centre tells you that we are in for a blinding summer, your first instinct is to believe him. For, after all, we have had cracking summers in the past- although you would have trouble convincing our Under 18’s. (Or anyone else’s for that matter.)
All of which, along with seemingly incessant rain, begs the question, ‘Have they got it wrong?’ The answer is yes – so far. The one thread of hope to cling to, though, is that while Summer starts, at least for us, with the first delivery sent down in mid April, theirs begins in the middle of June and ends about six weeks later. So we can still hope.

Bad weather promotes bad feeling and cockeyed ideas about what is fit. Take last Saturday for example. The umpires decreed the ground unplayable at 1.45pm owing to wet bowlers run ups. Granted, the areas of concern were indeed wet. But they were so far away from the wicket they would have hardly troubled Michael Holding, let alone John Punchard So, a delayed start and further inspection were announced. But before that happened it rain again. And quite hard. But, after it had stopped the umps inspected found that play could start half an hour later – when it was still wetter than at 1.45!  

Still, we were treated to an exciting game which we lost to everyone’s great disappointment with 2 balls to spare.  At least we can take solace that it was Royton’s pro (61 n.o. and 5 for) who beat our amateurs.
The seconds won at Royton to maintain their decent start to the season. The most recent table shows our men in the upper reaches but with some work to do to catch the leaders Littleborough who have set a blistering pace so far. This weekend could be a crucial one for the 2’s for both opponents, Clifton yesterday and Middleton today are above them in the league.

The thirds saw their game against Prestwich on Sunday ruined by the weather with their opponents less than half way through the first innings.

Nauman’s men return to action today against and are at home tomorrow (Bank Holiday Monday).
Today’s visitors, Middleton, have made an excellent start to the season, and are currently top. In particular, their opening bowling combination of Tomlinson and Valentine (cue a song) are in cracking form and have been bowling out teams cheaply. It is 9 years since the Towncroft club last lifted the Championship Trophy, their eleventh such success, and no doubt Skipper Steve Davey will be hoping that they can consolidate their their position at our expense today. We shall see.

The latest news on our professional is that we have now received his ECB endorsement which means we can now apply to the Border Agency for his visa.

The Club is in the process of revamping its website. It is planned that the Cricket Section’s pages will contain match results and other information. The address is: www.rochdaleclsclub.com
We are still short of Ball and Match Expenses sponsors. Once again, this job is being taken on by Geoff Blakeley and Ken Taylor. Anyone interested please see either of them or any committee member.

TODAY’S TEAMS
 ROCHDALE                                         MIDDLETON
D. Ayres                                                   S. Davey
A. Smith                                                  S, Stanworth
M. Gibson                                               J.Ryan                                                   D. Cryer                                                  G. Jones
D. Faulkener                                           D. Highton
S. Butterworth                                        S. Warren
M. Butterworth                                      S. Fitton
N. Avery                                                  D. Core
A. Clough                                                P. Tomlinson
D. Tweddle                                              R. Valentine                           
 J. Carter Pro)                                         K. Skewes
                                Today’s  Sponsors 

                                 Match Expenses:
 CUBE CONSTRUCTION AND PROPERY CONSULTANTS
                                           Ball: 
                            MIKE FIELDEN
