               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                                Rochdale v Middleton                                
                              Saturday 24th July 2010
Middleton visit Redbrook this afternoon and it is fair to say that they have had a most frustrating season having fallen foul of the (relatively) new managed migration system. For having signed a professional in good faith before the season started they sat back and waited for him to arrive. And they are still waiting, or more accurately, would have been had they not got fed up and cancelled his contract last month. Consequently, they have not had a regular professional, and have been forced to rely on deputies of varying ability (or in some games, no pro at all). It is a credit to them then that they have managed to remain competitive and they currently lie in sixth place in the table and a Lancashire Cup spot is still well within their range. Mind you, none of the above should be a surprise when you examine their ranks. Do so and you will see such worthy league cricketers as Steve Davey ( the captain), Scott Stanworth and Grant Jones. A tough game is certainly in prospect.

If it seems ages since the last programme it is because it is three weeks since our last home game, and much cricket has been [played in the meantime. Pride if place during this period goes to the Second team, who, as well as consolidating their place at the top of the league – they now lead Radcliffe, the second placed club, by 11 points – have also booked their spot in the Burton Cup Final. They did so courtesy of a 50 run victory over Walsden Cheeks Oldfield’s 79 being the most influential performance), while disappointment  at losing at Radcliffe for only the second time three weeks ago was offset by compensating victories over Walsden, again, and Crompton last week. 

Incidentally, two of our second team, Sohail and Cloughy, were rewarded for their performances this year by selection for the CLL Inter League for the game against the Bolton League, which took place a fortnight ago. Both opened the bowling and did rather well in the team’s 60 run victory.

The Third team, unfortunately were unable to match them though for in their Hodson Cup semi final, against Prestwich, they came unstuck and were eliminated. In the last programme notes it was stressed how important it was to bounce back after the defeat at Norden. Well, having won the following three games, it can be safely said that we have recovered from that reverse as well as possible.
Consequently, we are still only two points behind the leaders and with 12 games still left, much can happen. Our form, and that of Norden, though, has pressurised the pack below to such an extent that for Heywood and Littleborough, in fourth and fifth places in the table, to win the League, Norden would probably have to lose three games.
Last week’s victory at Crompton came from a game which was only satisfying from a ‘points gained’ perspective. Crompton obviously have some problems and it isn’t nice to see. By contrast, the victory at Walsden a week earlier was far more competitive and very much in the balance until an innings of great maturity from Scott saw us home, while the batting star against Radcliffe the week earlier was Daz Cryer who posted his third consecutive forty odd and was instantly labelled ‘Collection Dodger’. If only he had know he was about to win the Club’s World Cup sweep.
On Friday 6th of August (6.00 pm) we are staging a charity T20 match in aid of the Christie Hospital. There will also be entertainment, raffles etc and a cracking evening is in store. Oh, and the two teams? A World X1 v The Rest of the World. Phew!
TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Middleton
D. Ayres                                           S. Davey
A. Smith                                           S. Stanworth (W/K)
A. Dawson                                        D. Highton
D. Cryer                                           G. Walker
D. Faulkner                                      D. Royle
S. Butterworth                                 R. Jones
G. Butterworth                                M. Roberts                                                                           
D. Tweddle (W/K)                           M. Buckley
T. Avery                                           G. Jones
N. Avery                                           D. Core
C. Spearman                                    Pro (TBA)
               Ball & Match Expenses Sponsor:  
                   MICHAEL FIELDEN
                        Match Expenses Sponsor:  
                   LAURENCE HAYES
Visit the club website on www.rochdaleclsclub.com  
