               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                             Rochdale v Littleborough                                
                            Sunday 22nd August 2010

In the minds of those who claim that they know best, last Sunday’s defeat at Monton and Weaste signalled the end of our title challenge. Well, they may be right, but with 20 points still at stake and the gap only 7 (at least before yesterday’s matches) the chase is far from over. Even if we lost at Radcliffe, and are therefore forced to bow to the inevitable, there is still a lot to play for. Second place for starters. Back in April not many CLL observers would have given us much chance of that. ‘Middle of the table’ predicted one misguided pundit. Another incentive is the Aggregate Trophy.
Before yesterday we led Norden by 9 points in the Aggregate table and it would certainly be a fillip to land this prestigious prize after losing out to Middleton by 1 point last Summer. 
The third stimulus is pride. Especially that of a local nature. And that is what’s at stake today. No matter what the form/league positions/title hopes of the respective teams are you are always assured of a meaningful and competitive encounter when Rochdale meet Littleborough. Half way through the season when our visitors were also being considered as possible league winners  today’s game would have been the clichéd ten pointer. An unforeseeable and dramatic slump in their form, however has seen ‘Boro tumble to sixth in the table with even their Lancashire Cup spot in serious danger. To miss out on that competition would be, from their point of view uinthinkable so it goes without saying that they will be doing their damnedest to put one over on us this afternoon.

The game also possesses an extra edge with the presence in the Boro team of two of our old boys and former captains, Mo Bux and Jon Henderson. An interesting afternoon indeed awaits.

Last weekend’s two games could not have produced a starker contrast.  Cromton are, sadly, struggling at the moment and they failed to provide any sort of worthwhile competition. On the other hand Monton and Weaste have half a dozen players who are extremely capable league cricketers and they taught us an object lesson in a couple of the games traditional values. Firstly, it is much easier to play attacking shots when you have been batting for a while and when you select the right ball to hit. And secondly, the virtues of bowling line and length are as strong now as they ever were.

Scores: Crompton 67, Rochdale 68 for no wicket.  Monton & Weaste 207, Rochdale 141.

The Second Team’s fortunes ran along similar lines. After an easy win at Crompton, they came unstuck against M&W although to be fair they were missing a few and key players including the injured skipper. Members of the ‘Society of the Friends of Oakenrod’ who organised a posse last Sunday to investigate a loud and disturbing noise emanating from the from the direction of the Lacrosse pitches need not be alarmed. It was only Gilly gnashing his teeth as he sat by the sightscreen in helpless isolation. Needless to say he has returned to action this weekend.

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the game today to our main sponsors, Pat and Alan Richardson and their party. We never get tired of reminding everyone how grateful we are to all our sponsors for their generosity and that without such supporters life for nearly all sports clubs would be far more difficult.

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                          Crompton
D. Ayres                                           C. Perren
A. Dawson                                        C. Rushton
I. Helliwell                                        J. Henderson
D. Cryer                                           P. Deakin
D. Faulkner                                      M. Collins
S. Butterworth                                 T. Pye
G. Butterworth                                A. Rogerson                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       M. Bux
T. Avery                                           T. Culshaw
N. Avery                                           J. Roche

P. Skuse                                            W. Williams
 Match Sponsor: A & P RICHARDSON
 Ball  and Match Expenses Sponsor: FALCON TRUNKING
 Umpires Expenses Sponsor:  MATTERSON CRANES
visit the club website on www.rochdaleclsclub.com  
