                Lake Garage Central Lancashire League
                                Rochdale v Radcliffe
                              Saturday 6th June 2009
What a difference a fortnight makes. After a heartbreaking and undeserved defeat against Royton, which must have left players and supporters alike wondering what we had done to upset the cricketing gods, that ficklest of sporting deities, without warning, began to smile on us.

First, they put before us a 10 man Clifton team lower on confidence and self belief than we could have hoped. Then we were presented with a sticky dog against Middleton and a visiting skipper who decided to bat first on it. And then last weekend, the biggest and hottest of the season so far, we were able to unveil two professionals who would have graced any team in any era of CLL history.
If we were to skip briefly over Taufeeq Umar’s excellent all round performance at Crompton on Saturday, it is only because those aforementioned gods bestowed on us, the following day at Littleborough the sublimest of innings possibly ever seen at Hare Hill, or anywhere else in the league for that matter.
 Dheeraj Jahdav totally dominated the first half of Sunday’s Wood Cup encounter and his performance had supporters of both sides purring. If he played and missed, it went unnoticed, false shots could be counted on the thumb of one hand and he scored almost at will without taking a risk. If his innings had not been winning one it would have been time to pack in and go home.

It nearly wasn’t though. And had his opposite number maintained the same classical qualities instead of employing the crazy reverse sweep, which proved to be his undoing, the chance is that Boro would have got home. And, fortunately for us, it rendered Thewlis’s glorious last gasp effort a vain one.

Scores: Rochdale 235 for 5 ( Jahdav 150, Ayres 25. Boro 234 for 9, Thewlis 81 n.o. Smit 58)

The previous day at Crompton had also provided us with a top pro performance. Coming in  the third over Taufeeq saw us home with 4 overs to spare with a dominant, yet watchful effort. He received good support from Daz, now completely recovered from his Norden nightmare, and The Skipper who ran for him for most of his innings. Earlier an excellent opening spell from Scott had given us a good start which we only looked like relinquishing during a third wicket partnership from the home team.

Scores: Crompton 154. Rochdale 155 for 4 ( Umar 71 n.o., D. Cryer 39)l
The Seconds have had also enjoyed a pretty good fortnight, marred only by defeat at Middleton. If league victories over Clifton and Crompton softened that blow, the win against Littleborough in the Burton Cup made it totally bearable. Boro Seconds have been finalists in the last final losing only last year’s and are current leaders of the second division so our victory was as eyebrow raising as the first team’s. We made 171 for 8 and although the visitors reached 30 without loss, 4 quick wickets gave us a grip on the game that we never let go. The Seconds now travel to Werneth for the next round. 
The 20/Twenty Competition started last night, or rather should have started, but our game against Middleton was rained off. The rain even prevented a bowl out, but we were lucky with toss. One win from the last two games could be enough to take us through to the quarter finals. 
Sadly, Jimmy Cotton passed away last week. Jimmy was an avid supporter of all Rochdale sport, and during the summer months spent his evenings and weekends watching whichever of our teams was playing. For many years he was part of the fabric of the club and he was loved by all of us. His funeral is on Monday at 11.30 and afterwards at the club when, no doubt, many Jimmy stories will be fondly exchanged.
TODAY’S TEAMS
 ROCHDALE                                         MIDDLETON
D. Ayres                                                   S. Mahboob

A. Smith                                                  R. Farnworth
A. Dawson                                               D. Cain                                                   D. Cryer                                                  S. Gibson
D. Faulkener                                           M. Sayeed
S. Butterworth                                        D. Pilejko
L. Cryer                                                   S. Dalton
N. Avery                                                  M. Coates
A. Clough                                                M. Robinson
D. Tweddle                                              M. Burns                           
 J. Carter Pro)                                         U. Tariq
                                Today’s  Sponsors 

                                 Match Expenses:
                         SANDIFORDS GALLERY  
                                           Ball: 
            NORAH GEE, IN MEMORY OF BRYAN
