               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                                Rochdale v Heywood                                
                              Saturday 7th August 2010

It is with much sadness and disappointment that we report in these notes that Craig was forced to relinquish his position as professional last Friday and return home. We had realised for some time that he had been struggling and on reflection his leaving was somewhat inevitable. He was extremely upset at the thought that he had let us down, which is not the case, and we hope that any treatment he receives will be effective and he can soon return to good health.

However, cricketing life goes on and this weekend sees some potentially cracking games for the club, the pick of which is undoubtedly  tomorrow’s Burton Cup Final, when our Second Team take on Milnrow at Ladyhouse.
Gilly’s boys have their eyes set on retaining the Second Division Championship and tomorrow’s final provides them with a real chance of completing the first part of the League and Cup double, a feat we have achieved only once previously, in 1999. However Milnrow thrashed Littleborough in the semi final and a really tough game is expected and the skipper and his team will appreciate all the support they can get. The match starts at 1.30pm.

The first piece of silverware landed in the club’s trophy cabinet last Sunday when our Under 13’s won at Royton to finish top of A Division, thereby retaining the Towncroft  Trophy. Our congratulations go to coach Dave Britton, captain Joe Pattison and the rest of the squad. Their aim is now to go one better than last year  and win the Edwin Kay Cup when they meet the winners of B Division on 4th September. 

Still on junior matters, the Under 18’s qualified for the Taylor Cup semi finals during the week when they won at Werneth. James O’Neill made a half century in our 182 and the home team fell 24 short. We now meet Heywood at Crimble next week after they enjoyed a walk over in their game when Bury failed to turn. Work that one out! 

Readers will notice the lack of definite article in the reference to Heywood’s ground in the previous paragraph. This point is made as a result of ‘The Scribbler’ being seriously admonished by someone calling himself ‘Dave from Heywood’ who left a note in the  Redbrook complaints box after some past programme notes when he emphasised that the ground was called ‘Crimble’ and not ‘The Crimble’. The Scribbler humbly apologises for any offence caused and promises to write a hundred times ‘The Crimble is the name of a pub’. 

At which point we welcome Bobby Cross and his team for today’s game. Recent seasons have provided great successs for them, but having lost a couple of players or so they are in the process of rebuilding, introducing youngsters such as Ross Zelem as they do so. One thing is certain though. No matter what their team is, we can rest assured that it will provide the stiffest of competition.

All three senior teams enjoyed comprehensive victories last Saturday. The first team overwhelmed Royton by 9 wickets, bowling them out for 117. A superb opening spell by Butterworth major (3 for 12) paved the way before Nellie (4 for 15) took advantage of their disarray. Adam then posted his 4th half century of the season as we cruised home.

The Seconds meanwhile were almost as convincing, beating Royton by 115 runs, while the Third team, not to be outdone, thrashed East Lancs PM, also by 9 wickets having bowled them out for 54.
TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Heywood
D. Ayres                                           R. Cross
A. Smith                                           R. Slawson
I. Helliwell                                        D. Pawson
D. Cryer                                           R. Zelem
D. Faulkner                                      C. Maguire

S. Butterworth                                 T. Pearce
G. Butterworth                                A. Dawson                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       T. Blundell
L. Cryer                                           D. Latham
N. Avery                                           M. Kenny
Pro (TBA)                                        R. Bhattia
 Ball Sponsor: HOWARD STREET ENGINEERIN                        Match Expenses Sponsor: CHRIMES BUTCHERS
Umpires Expenses Sponsor:  HEALEY HOTEL
Visit the club website on www.rochdaleclsclub.com  
