               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                              Rochdale v Milnrow                                
                          Sunday 29th August 2010

How quickly things can change. It was only a fortnight ago that we ere still hanging on to Norden’s coat tails, still harbouring hopes of overhauling them. Three successive defeats have put paid to all that though and we now find ourselves frantically seeking the points that will provide us with entry into next season’s Lancashire Cup.

However, no shame should be attached to our performances of late. History tells us that if it is difficult to remain consistent when a club has to field deputy professionals, it is downright impossible when you haven’t got one at all.

And that was the case at Radcliffe last week, when for the second time, and despite our best efforts, we were unable to find a deputy.

Consequently, we came unstuck against a team which hadn’t won since Number Ten Downing Street stopped smelling of haggis. And the point about professionals was reinforced by their man having a great day with both bat and ball.
     Scores: Radcliffe 230 – 7,  Rochdale 138 all out.

  Sunday was Derby Day and Littleborough were the visitors. Alas the game failed totally to live up to its predecessors’ reputation of `being hard fought with an edge to it. Perhaps it was because both teams have endured a dip in form which has dragged them out of the title race. In any event, the tone of the day was set even as the game started when Boro wandered out with only 8 men – a state of affairs unthinkable a couple of years ago. Nor could we raise our game either and our resultant 147 all out was never going to be enough.  Scores: Rochdale 247, Littleborough 148 for 3.

Gladly the Seconds provided us with more than a little relief with two victories against opposition who were both expected to provide a stern test. The strength of our bowling shone through in both games, with neither opponents coping with our pacemen. Sohail and Gilly both took four as Radcliffe were dismissed for 123 then, on Sunday, Sohail doubled hias tally for the weekend while Harry Clough also grabbed four. 
 Scores: Radcliffe 123  Rochdale 124 – 3, Lee Crabtree 41 n.o.

               Littleborough 73. Rochdale 74 – 3.

The Thirds, unfortunately, came a cropper at Farnworth on Sunday, when they lost by 9 wickets.

Scores : Rochdale 103, Nathan Green 35, Farnworth 104 -1.

Redbrook will stage the match to decide the winners of the Edwin Kay trophy next Saturday morning. This is the play-off game between the respective winners of each section in the CLL’s Under 13’s age group. We won Group A and now meet Bury, the winners of Group B. The game starts at 9.45 and the youngsters and their coach, Dave Britton, will welcome your support.

Sadly, the Club lost one of its supporters earlier in the month when Derek Thomason passed away. Being a former teacher and, since his retirement, active with interests galore, Derek was known and loved by many. We would like to pass on our deepest condolences to his family and friends.
Finally, we welcome Milnrow for today’s game. The Ladyhouse men overtook us last weekend and are now in second place in the table, and they will no doubt be looking to exact revenge for the defeat we inflicted on them in May. We will have to be at our best to deny them.

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                          Milnrow
D. Ayres                                           P. Winrow
A. Dawson                                        A. Schofield
I. Helliwell                                        M. Power
J. Avery                                            T. Hicklin
D. Faulkner                                      S. Dryden
S. Butterworth                                 J. Fletcher
S. Schofield                                       C. Whiteman                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       J. Storey
T. Avery                                           A. Good
N. Avery                                           N. Sinkinson
P. Skuse                                            D. Hetiarachchi
 Match Sponsor: WILLIAM MURPHY HAULAGE
 Ball  and Match Expenses Sponsor: TANNERS ARMS 
visit the club website on www.rochdaleclsclub.com  
