               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                                Rochdale v Crompton                                
                            Saturday 14th August 2010

‘Come along, Watson, the game’s afoot’. So said Sherlock Holmes once on getting his quarry in his sights. And after Norden’s defeat at Oldham last Saturday allied to our five point haul from the Heywood game, it is definitely ‘Game on’. We now sit just three points behind them in second place in the table and all we can do is continue to win and apply more pressure and hope that they crack again. There are still eight games to play and forty points are at  stake. An exciting conclusion to the season is in prospect.

At the start of play last weekend a reduction in the gap between us on Norden was regarded as most unlikely. On the contrary, with our efforts to acquire a deputy professional having been stymied, it would have been little surprise had Norden increased their lead, and more or less clinched the title in doing so. But cricket is nothing if not unpredictable and our (fairly) easy victory over Heywood was a testament to our amateur strength. 

Although the last ten overs of our innings were crucial, when we posted around 70 runs, great credit is due to Ian Helliwell and Jack Avery neither of whom have had much first team cricket this season, but who played crucial innings earlier in the piece and helped create the base from which that final assault could be made. And then Greg with five wickets led us to victory as early evening bad weather arrived once more. Greg now has 44 wickets and is obviously on target for 50, a super achievement in his first full season.

Scores: Rochdale 191 for 9 (Ayres 38 n.o.) Heywood 148 a.o. ( G. Butterworth 5 -44)

The big game last weekend, though, was obviously the Burton Cup final at Milnrow but sadly it failed to bring the glory we had hoped for, only noble defeat. Without making excuses, it must be pointed out that we were deprived through injury of full contributions from Chicken and Gilly. Perhaps, even had they remained fit the result might have been the same, but we were certainly disadvantaged by their incapacity. For some reason, it is doubly disappointing to lose a close game as this was, even more so when it is a final. At least the seconds can concentrate keeping the chasing pack at bay in the race for the second division title. Their eleven point lead at the top was maintained on Saturday with a 4 wicket win at Heywood.

Scores: Heywood 123 ( Mike Harling 5 – 28) Rochdale 124 for 7  K. Ahmed 38)

Burton Cup Final : Rochdale 162 (N. Hayee 26) Milnrow 163- 8 (Mike Harling 3-17).

The third team have three games in hand on most of their rivals and are consequently in mid table. However, they retained hopes of a  late season charge when they beat Roytonians in a low scoring affair last Sunday.

Scores: Roytonians 99 ( Masood 6-34), Rochdale 101-8 Rashid 44.

With funds beginning to dwindle (as they always do at this time of the season) we are staging a couple of money raising efforts; a Race Night is taking place tonight in the lounge after the game, and we are running a ‘1-500’ Draw. We would ask everyone to support them.

We would like to welcome Crompton for today’s game. Owing to mass player defections in the close season, Crompton have struggled this term, but, bearing in mind what happened to Norden last week we must be on our guard. Don’t forget cricket’s unpredictability.

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                          Crompton
D. Ayres                                           G. Rigby
S. Schofield                                        D. Taylor
I. Helliwell                                        A. Whiston

D. Cryer                                           A. Zulfiquar
D. Faulkner                                      S. Wright
S. Butterworth                                 C. Taylor
G. Butterworth                                S. Khan                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       S. Rigby
T. Avery                                           S. Smith

N. Avery                                           J. Ryder

P. Skuse                                            M. Needham
 Match Sponsor: RECRUITMENT SERVICES
 Ball Sponsor: J & R DECOR

 Expenses Sponsor:  HSTEPHEN HOLT OPTICIANS

visit the club website on www.rochdaleclsclub.com  
