                    J. W. Lees Wood Cup 2nd Round
                                Rochdale v Heywood
                              Sunday 21st June 2009
We welcome Players, officials and supporters from Heywood to Redbrook for today’s J. W. Lees Wood Cup second round tie.
Heywood have dominated the competition since the millennium, winning it in 4 of the last six seasons. And if that wasn’t enough, they were runners up in the other two.

The Crimble men have now lifted the trophy 10 times in all, but they are still two short of us in this respect and three light of Littleborough, who currently top the list with 13 wins.

We last met in this competition two years ago when Heywood won a tight second round game at the Crimble. They were also successful the previous season in the final at Middleton, another close encounter, so we will no doubt feel that a spot of revenge is overdue. Whatever the outcome, we are assured a competitive game that will be played out in the best traditions of league cricket.
Incidentally, there are no Duckworth/Lewis type rules today – if the game does not finish today, it will continue tomorrow evening.

It is 26 years since Middleton brewers J.W. Lees started to sponsor The Wood Cup (most of today’s players weren’t even born then). That they still give their name to the competition is great credit to them and great benefit to  the CLL. Sport at all levels needs the financial input that sponsorship provides, but in the amateur, unglorified field it is not easy to acquire. We therefore thank J.W. Lees for the longevity of their commitment and hope that their name adorns the Wood Cup for many years to come.

Sports Psychologists, Moral Officers, Female Spiritualists – you can forget them all. The only way to achieve and maintain a high level of team spirit is to win. And our run of form and the accompanying feel good factor continued last week with a well deserved victory over Walsden.
As a result, the Villagers lost their spot at the top of the table – the third time that we have beaten league leaders in recent weeks.

Boosted by the arrival of Kash, our opening blast with the new ball left the visitors on 18 for 3, a position from which they never really recovered and we passed their subsequent 151 ultimately with some ease, despite a  a few wobbles early on.

Joining Kash as the star of the show was Scott Buttterworth whose all round talents were brightly highlighted. Having been part of that opening salvo, he finished the game off in the evening with a mature untroubled 37 not out.

The second team, meanwhile, won easily at Walsden. After dismissing the home team for 111, we got home with 6 wickets to spare.
No doubt skipper Ian Gilbertson will be taking credit for their good form this year on account of his new training methods which are directed at getting his men fitter. For example, the other Tuesday at practice, he led his charges on a run (Older ex players are now wincing at the thought). Despite the shortness of the circuit it still proved to be too far for one batsman, whose identity cannot be revealed, but for the purposes of these notes shall be known simply as Nauman. Half way round and neither up nor down (down actually, since every route back involved negotiating a small incline), he decided enough was enough, phoned a cab and returned in comfort!

Congratulations to Mike (The Bike) Fielden and his wife Janice on the birth last Saturday of their son Matthew. Mother and baby are doing fine.
Our Casino Night takes place next Saturday after the game. Everyone is welcome, we need your support.

                           TODAY’S TEAMS
 ROCHDALE                                         HEYWOOD
D. Ayres                                                   R. Cross
A. Smith                                                   R. Blight
D. Cryer                                                   D. Pawson                                                   M. Harling                                               L.Grogan
S. Butterworth                                        P. Wallwork
G. Butterworth                                       D. Blundell
L. Cryer                                                  D. Latham
N. Avery                                                  S. Dawson
A. Clough                                                A. Faucett
D. Tweddle                                              C. Kaye                           
K. Weeraratna                                        B. Taylor
                                 Today’s  Sponsors 

                                       Match Ball:
                              FRED SCHOFIELD  
                                          Expenses

            FRANK DUFFY FUNERAL SERVICES
