                     J. W. Lees Wood Cup 1st Round 
                                Rochdale v Radcliffe                                
                              Sunday 21st May 2010

This is the biggest day in CLL calendar for many clubs. Win and the  possibility of an exciting Wood Cup run is opened up. Lose and the season could be effectively over. For, realistically, only a few of the league’s clubs have a chance of winning the championship so the Wood Cup is their likely to be their main hope. Decent starts to the season, though, mean that today’s protagonists are still interested in matters at the top of the table. Nonetheless defeat for either today would represent serious disappointment and we can, therefore expect a highly competitive game.

This is the ninetieth season that the Wood Cup has been contested.
The first, between Middleton and Littleborough in 1921, ended a tie – the only time that has happened. Middleton won the reply by 10 runs. Since then, Littleborough with 13 wins have been the most successful club in the competition, followed by Rochdale with 12.  Radcliffe have won it twice, in 1961 and 1968, but since they were exiled in the Bolton League from 1897 until 1937, they can rightly claim that they have had fewer opportunities. 
As we know, and to our chagrin, Monton and Weaste are the current holders. They retained the trophy last season when they beat us at Norden. They begin their defence with a home tie against Werneth.

As for the rules, the game is 50 overs per side with no bowler allowed to bowl more than 10 overs. Fielding restrictions mean that at least 4 fielders must be kept in the cirle at all times. In addition, during the first 15 overs a maximum of 2 fielders may field outside the fielding circle. And, if play cannot be completed today, it will continue tomorrow and on succeeding evenings, starting at 6.30pm.
Radcliffe’s good start to the season includes 5 victories from their 7 games and they lie in 4th spot in the table, 1 place and 1 point behind us. Their professional this year is Anwar Ul-Haq, a leg spinning all rounder who played with Daisy Hill in the Bolton Association last year. Skipper Richard Farnworth also has other worthy performers 
to call on notably overseas amateur Quaiser Malik and |Baz Muntaza who, between them have scored 600 runs already this season. And, with the ball, the veteran Sadar Shah has already shown that he still has much to offer, as he had taken 21 wickets before yesterday’s games.

 Spectators are asked to be vigilant. A serious attack took place in the car park last Sunday when one of our players was attacked by a pair of oiks while the third team game was in progress. If anyone spots any suspicious behaviour, please report it.
A potentially graver incident involving our club chairman and his good wife occurred last weekend too. After enjoying a restrained night out in Manchester, (10 Magners and  an Indian Feast), the couple were waiting for taxi to take them from England’s gun capital to the safer haven that is Broadhalgh when they were victims of a drive by shooting. A large black motor car with tinted windscreens slowed down by the rank, a window opened and high powered repeating firearm was aimed at them. Before they could take cover they were hit amidships – with cold water. The distress and anxiety they suffered has yet to wear off despite the sympathy they received on recounting the story to fellow members, whose laughter could be heard back at Victoria Station. 
TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Radcliffe
D. Ayres                                           R. Farnworth
A. Smith                                           B. Muntaza
A. Dawson                                        Q. Malik
D. Cryer                                           C. Berry
D. Faulkner                                     M. Coates
S. Butterworth                                 M. Burns
L. Cryer                                            M. Robinson                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       S. Shah
T. Avery                                           M. Smalley
N. Avery                                           S. Gibson
C. Spearman                                    A. Ul Haq
                            Today’s Sponsors:

                         Ball   A – TEC PRINT
         Expenses  GREENWOOD SILENCERS
