               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                                 Rochdale v Oldham                                
                             Saturday 26th June 2010
Oldham visit Redbrook this afternoon as we try to get over the disappointment of losing, in the last over, last Sunday’s Wood Cup match at Unsworth. Recent years have not been kind to Oldham. Problems that they may have encountered on the field pale into insignificance with those they have had to endure off it, and there have been occasions when their very existence has been under serious threat. It now appears that many of their problems have been resolved and while all may not be rosy at the Pollards yet, there is at least some grounds for optimism. Those of us with long enough memories can recall when times were equally difficult for us so we have viewed Oldham’s trials with some empathy and trust that their new found stability will last.
They have yet to achieve playing consistency, though and have won only 3 of their league games so far this summer. Mind you, one was a mighty victory over Norden, a result which raised eyebrows throughout the league and reminds us not to take them lightly.

Pride of place last weekend went to our Second XI. Bolstered by the return of the skipper, unscathed after a couple of days in Amsterdam, where he was sent to look at Pro’s for the future,

They progressed to the semi final of the Burton Cup with a weel deserved victory over Unsworth. The batting star were Kabir Ahmed (49)and Naumann  Hayee (69), whose sixth wicket partnership enabled to reach 227, atotal the visitors hardly threatened. The Two’s now meet Walsden in the Semi Final at Redbrook next Sunday the 4th July.

They should have no qualms about this game having won at Scott Street last Saturday and this victory was as easy as they come.

Led by the demonic Harry Clough who took 5 wickets, we bowled the home team out for 84 and then knocked them off for 4 down. 
As a consequence, the Seconds retain their position at the top of the table

The 1stXI lead the pack too, but only by two points from Norden, whom we visit tomorrow. Another five pointer against Walsden kept us there, but not without a few alarms. After bowling the visitors out for 130, another easy victory seemed inevitable,but we made hard work of it with some carefree (not to mention careless batting) until The Butterworth Brethren applied some common sense to the proceedings.

As it turned out, Saturday was effectively a dress rehearsal for Sunday when more kamikaze batting had us in worse trouble before Butterworth major pulled us out of the brown stuff again. This time his assistant was Daniel Tweddle, who, once again proved that there is more to him than just a bookie’s runner and they put on 85 for the eighth wicket. Scott’s innings, though was a masterful one, as good as you will see, and it deserved to have been a match winning effort. Unfortunately our total was twenty short and Unsworth sqeezed home with one ball to spare. 
Scores; Saturday: Walsden 130 a.o.  Rochdale 132 for 6.  Sunday: Rochdale 212, Unsworth 216 for 8.    

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Oldham
D. Ayres                                           C. McDonnell
A. Smith                                           P. Thompson 

A. Dawson                                        D. Fletcher
D. Cryer                                           A. Fazil
D. Faulkner                                     C. Taylor
S. Butterworth                                K. Gossayn
G. Butterworth                                S. Wasif                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       R. Moran
T. Avery                                           C. Joy
N. Avery                                           M. Whittle

C. Spearman                                    M. Hanif
 Ball Sponsor:    Sandifords Gallery
 Match Expenses Sponsor:  Sandifords Gallery
Umpires Expenses Sponsor:  David Shepherd
Visit the club website on www.rochdaleclsclub.com  
