               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                                Rochdale v Radcliffe                                
                              Saturday 3rd July 2010
‘Bouncebackability’. Whoever coined that word should be forced to eat a dictionary. (Was the culprit that red nosed football manager who works not far from here? If so, make it the Expanded Oxford English Version.) Nevertheless it is a quality we need to embrace after last Sunday’s defeat at Norden. (Bouncing back, that is, not dictionary noshing.) And who’s to say that we won’t come back the stronger for the experience. After all, when we lost to Norden at home in early May we then embarked upon an eight league match winning run. And we need to do it again, for things are pretty tight at the top and it could well be that we can only afford one more reverse.  On the other hand, there is still along way to go and there could yet be many twists in fortune in store for all the protagonists.

One of our victims in that winning run were today’s visitors Radcliffe, and they will now doubt return to Redbrook this afternoon with revenge in mind. If you recall, the game in question was the first round of the JW Lees Wood Cup and it could have gone either way. 
Indeed, had the Radcliffe pro, Anwar  Ul  Haq, not got the rough end of a dodgy caught behind decision then they may well have posted a higher total, and, as it was, we only just made the one they did get. The closeness of that encounter would therefore indicate that a tight contest is in prospect this afternoon. 
The big game last weekend went Norden’s way, so the least said about that the better. Anyway there’s enough hot air coming from the Parish outskirts for both of us. It’s more satisfactory instead to dwell on the other 3 senior games which yielded maximum points.

The early part of the 1st team game against Oldham was marred by what at first appeared to be a serious head injury to their skipper, who, by laying motionless for some time,caused great anxiety. He revealed later that it was only the faint and blurry images of Dom and Rigsby both bending closely over him, and the rising terror that they were about to administer the kiss of life, that made him determined to get to his feet, no matter how wobbly his legs. 

After that setback Oldham did pretty well to post 219, but with Craig in such a blistering mood it was nowhere near enough we romped home with 7 wickets to spare, the pro passing 100 for the third time this season. Incidentally Craig passes another landmark tomorrow when he celebrates his birthday.

Meanwhile the Second Team’s romp at the top continues unabated. Another 5 pointer at Oldham was followed by a maximum against Norden when Harry Clough, who had notched 5 victims at the Pollards went one better as the visitors were dismissed for 81. A lively spell by Norden’s opening bowler made life a bit tricky but a watchful effort from Steve Schofield (yes, that Steve Schofield) saw us through with 5 wickets to spare. Schoey had marked his return to us at Oldham with a ton thus ensuring that a player who is never short of a word or two was even more garrulous than usual in the evening. Consequently he was given a wide berth by his new teammates and members alike.
The Second’s have a date with Walsden in the semi final of the Burton Cup here at Redbrook tomorrow. The game starts at 1.30pm and your support would be appreciated. 

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Radcliffe
D. Ayres                                           R. Farnworth
A. Smith                                           B. Muntaza 

A. Dawson                                        S. Gibson
D. Cryer                                           T. Barling
D. Faulkner                                     C. Berry
S. Butterworth                                C. Murray
G. Butterworth                                M. Smalley                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       S. Close
T. Avery                                           M. Burns
N. Avery                                           S. Shah
C. Spearman                                    A. Ul Haq
                                 Ball Sponsor:  
                  CHRIMES BUTCHERS
                        Match Expenses Sponsor:  
                     BAPP FOR BOLTS
Visit the club website on www.rochdaleclsclub.com  
