                  Lake Garage Central Lancashire League 
                                  Rochdale v Crompton                                
                                Saturday 8th August 2009
Monton and Weaste may have claimed the J.W. Lees Wood Cup last Sunday at Norden, but our lads won the hearts of the crowd.  ‘There’s  nowt for coming second’ is an oft quoted phrase while ‘Nobody remembers losers is another’.  Both can be true but no one who witnessed our game effort last week will forget that we gave M&W a far tougher match than many had predicted. And although defeated, we can take much pride in our performance, particularly the youngsters in the team for whom the final should have provided the sort of experience which will stand them in good stead for the rest of their careers.

So the Wood Cup is over for another year then and congratulations to M&W on their victory. Well done to Norden too on their efficient and imaginative staging of the game although their playing of music between overs didn’t suit everyone’s taste. In fact, one member was sufficiently irritated by it that, by way of revenge against the pop music loving fraternity, he is planning to stage a cricket match in the middle of next year’s Glastonbury Festival. 
After being fortunate with the weather for most of the season, consecutive abandonments against Middleton and Radcliffe have lent a more familiar feel to the summer. Which is a pity, for victory over Milnrow had provided a timely boost. Greg and the pro both grabbed 5 wickets as Milnrow fell 48 short of our 166 – 9 and posed the question: ‘When was the last time two Dale bowlers took 5 in the same game?’

On the same day, the seconds won at Ladyhouse to cement their position at the top of the table and now our only chance of senior CLL silverware rests with them, and they travel to Crompton in good heart despite Gilly being on holiday. 

The emphasis in the the last sentence was on the word ‘senior’ for the Under 13’s have won their league.  Congratulations then to coach Dave Britton and his young charges. 

The Under 18’s are still in the Taylor Cup after a remarkable victory at Oldham on Thursday when we only had 6 players. Oldham had posted 119 on Wenesday night when we fielded for much of their innings with only 8, 3players, Butterworth G. and Averys T. and J. arriving from a Lancashire Festival game just as the sun was setting. They were missing for the same reason at the start on Thursday too as were two others, missing in transit for whom no proof of delivery could be acquired. The chronological order of  events is something like this:

6.30pm. Game starts, 6 men present. Fleck of grey appears in team coach Harry Clough’s hair.

6.50pm. Search party fails to locate absent duo. Festival 3 leave field at St. Annes.

6.53pm.  Quick start but 2 wickets down. Score 35 for 2. More grey flecks.

7.00pm. Trio race to a waiting car which speeds East. ETA 8.21pm! Cloughy disappears into a dark corner chewing his shirt cuff. Wrinkles appearing on his face. Batsmen displaying obduracy.

7.20. Disaster. 69 for 3. St. Annes party switch to a helicopter on the hard shoulder of the M55. Cloughy checks his bank account.
7.24pm.71 for 4. Dodgy lbw. No room for error now. Where’s that helicopter?

 7.30pm. 4 lbw shouts in one over. Umpire Tench unmoved. Wailing sound emits from dark corner.

7.45pm. Helicopter enters Oldham air space. Immediately it is met with mortar fire from rebel insurgents led by Osama Bin Whittle. Makes emergency landing The three return to a car. Interesting how quickly grey strands of hair multiply. 94 for 4.
7.48. Scholesy caught by diving square leg who drops the ball on landing. All 3 in car are padded up. Man with white coat and syringe arrives for Cloughy.

8.00pm. 110 for 4. Still no cavalry. Cloughy peeps from behind a curtain.

8.05pm WON! 123 for 4. Cloughy emerges white haired and wrinkled with half his shirt hanging from his teeth.
The magnificent 6 were: Adam Smith, Aaron Hilton, Scott Butterworth, Greg Brierley, Mark Helliwell and James O’Neill.
                           TODAY’S TEAMS
 ROCHDALE                                         CROMPTON
D. Ayres                                                   G. Dawson
A. Smith                                                   D. Lee
A. Dawson                                                A. Zulfiqar                                                   D. Cryer                                                   C. Boschoff
S. Butterworth                                         Si. Wright
G. Butterworth                                        M. Khan
D. Faulkner                                              St Wright
N. Avery                                                   D. Fletcher
A. Clough                                                 S. Taylor
D. Tweddle                                               R. Mayes                           
K. Weeraratna                                        Z. Khan
                                 Today’s  Sponsors 

                                       Match Ball:
                    BAPP INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
                                          Expenses

                              LAWRENCE HAYES
