                  Lake Garage Central Lancashire League 
                              Rochdale v Littleborough                                
                              Sunday 16th August 2009
Over the last twenty years or so games between Rochdale and Littleborough have been as eagerly awaited and keenly contested as any in the CLL calendar and even though the intense rivalry of the mid 1990’s may have weakened somewhat, you can rest assured that that today’s encounter will lack nothing in competitiveness.
  All right, so such premier performers as Chris Dearden and Gar Hunter are no longer plying their trade in Littleborough’s first eleven, while  two of Dale’s erstwhile stars, Mo Bux who is elsewhere and Peter Wilcock, victim of  a dodgy knee are in absentia for good. But there is still a formidable link with those titanic struggles in the now bulkier shapes of Phil Deakin and Nellie Avery. 
 Age has withered neither. Well not entirely anyway. Take last season for example. Deakin won the Clifford Pickup trophy for being the highest wicket taker. But his tally of 56 notches was only 7 more than Nellie who would love to point out that he had bowled fewer overs. ( He didn’t though, so he can’t).
 Each generation mourns the passing of its heroes. We think that players of the future will never live up to the reputations of their predecessors.

 But they always do, or at least some of them do, and who is to say that some of today’s fledgling participants will not, in twenty years time, be talked about with the equal reverence.

As for today’s game, ’Boro will be looking to exact some revenge for the J.W. Lees Wood Cup defeat that we inflicted on them in May. That game was particularly memorable for Dheeraj Jadhav’s impeccable 150 and Danny Thewlis’s glorious, but vain riposte.

And, to add further spice to the encounter, there is the fight to finish in the top five, thus qualifying for next season’s Lancashire Cup. Before yesterday’s games, Boro occupied that fifth spot while we were  just 7 points behind them in eighth. An interesting game is in prospect.

Our run of decent form continued last week with the 16 run victory over Crompton. It was not however our finest performance, especially with the bat. The adage of batting your overs will always apply, and being bowled with more than 6 to go, as we were in this case, usually leads to defeat. That we won this game was due to the bowling department who came to our rescue. Well done trundlers! Batsmen, must do better! 

The dominance of the two clubs of yesteryear is being replicated in the second division this season. Before the weekend our 2’s topped the table by 7 points from the Hare Hill men in second spot, so the importance of their clash today is self evident. Last week our seconds enjoyed a comfortable win at Glebe Street against Crompton and despite being weaker, through absences, for todays’s encounter they travel in the knowledge that victory today will be a terrific boost for their title hopes.
Those present at last Sunday’s 3rd XI encounter against Roytonians will have witnessed our Club Sponsor patrolling the covers and then batting at 3 despite conveying the impression of having slipped comfortably into middle age, (which he has – very comfortably). Accordingly, they may have raised their eyebrows, (subconsciously of course), while querying silently the tactics and wisdom of his skipper. May we put their doubting minds at rest.  Clause 3(b) of The Contact of Sponsorship reads: ‘The Sponsor shall field at extra cover and bat 3 whenever he wants’.
Those following the Under 18’s Taylor Cup odyssey will be delighted to learn that they won through to the final during the week with another exciting victory at Walsden. We made 122 and then bowled out the home team for 116, the last 3 wickets falling for no runs. The final will be at Werneth on 5th September.

                          TODAY’S TEAMS
 ROCHDALE                                         LITTLEBOROUGH
D. Ayres                                                   P. Deakin
A. Smith                                                   D. Thewlis
A. Dawson                                                P.Tomlinson                                                   D. Cryer                                                   M. Forden
S. Butterworth                                         A. Rose
G. Butterworth                                        R.Whitemoss
D. Faulkner                                              J. Roche
N. Avery                                                   T. Pye
T. Avery                                                   N. Grindrod
D. Tweddle                                               C. Rushton                           
K. Weeraratna                                        D. Smit
                                 Today’s  Sponsor 

                            Match Ball and Expenses:
                 FALCON TRUNKING SYSTEMS LTD                                                            
