               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                       Rochdale v Monton and Weaste                                
                              Sunday 30th May 2010

Monton and Weaste only joined the CLL in 2005 but they have taken little time in making their mark. Most other recent admissions have had to undergo a settling in period but today’s opponents got their name on the honours board without too much delay.
They won the Wood Cup in 2008 (and then again last year as we remember only too well), having been runners up the in. They then made last year one to remember by also winning the league (and therefore the double) albeit by the slenderest of margins.

Things haven’t gone quite so swimmingly this time, though, and the major surprise of last Sunday’s Wood Cup first round came in game at their game at Walsden where they lost by 5 runs. However many of last year’s double winning team remain at the club notably Paul Green who is professional this term having scored 1670 runs last season as a mere amateur. No doubt this year’s skipper Chris Hindle will demand redoubled efforts from his team in the League campaign after their Wood Cup elimination and a stern test awaits.

Last weekend’s games were both fine examples of league cricket.

The day of the Wood Cup First Round is always a special date in the CLL calendar and our victory against Radcliffe keeps our hopes of a good run in it high. And the nature of the win made it a doubly satisfying day. With our score on 122 for 7 with a further 55 required, the match could have gone either way, but Greg Butterworth and Tom Avery belied their coltishness under, it must be said the avuncular guidance of Cheeks Oldfield, to steer us through. Since both had also taken 3 wickets it must have been a toss up for the man of the match award, but the adjudicator gave it to Tom which was a just reward. Not only for his efforts in that game but for his progress this season and supporters who presume that Tom’s performances this season are due to extra coaching sessions or suchlike are in for a surprise. There is a startling revelation to be made.
Just as Popeye discovered that eating spinach, and Superman grabbing hold of a bar of Kryptonite bestowed unnatural strength and power on them, Tom has discovered his own elixir  - mustard. Since he ate a bowlful of the stuff for a bet without so much as a grimace at the Dinner recently he has not looked back and it is understood that immediately after the pre match warm up he sneaks off to a quiet corner of the club for his fix.

Craig’s superb 145 won the Unsworth game for us  and it couldn’t have come at a better time too with us on the ropes at 26for 4. However, it is worth pointing out to Craig, if he doesn’t already know, that the club’s batting record is 170 and if he gets as close again he may as well break it.
The seconds had a good weekend too. Having won at Unsworth, they then easily overcame Radcliffe in the Burton Cup, winning by 9 wickets after bowling the home team out for 103. Chicken Butterworth posted another half century as they reached their target in just 15 overs.

The Under 18’s remain unbeaten – but only just. Needing 2 off the last ball to beat Oldham on Thursday in a match reduced to 20 overs they scrambled a single to tie the game.

And finally, on the subject of T20 the League’s competition starts this Friday evening when we entertain Norden.  

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Monton & Weaste
D. Ayres                                           C. Hindle
A. Smith                                           C. Costa
A. Dawson                                        A. Gorsi
D. Cryer                                           N. Din
D. Faulkner                                     T. Scott
S. Butterworth                                 D. Hamilton
L. Cryer                                            D. Greaves                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       J. Lanaghan
T. Avery                                           G. Whitaker
N. Avery                                           D. Garner
C. Spearman                                    P. Green
               Today’s Ball and Match Expenses Sponsor:

                   RECRUITMENT SOLUTIONS
