                  Lake Garage Central Lancashire League 
                                Rochdale v Norden                                
                              Sunday 9th May 2010

Can we look forward to a run fest this afternoon?  After last Sunday when today’s protagonists amassed over 600 runs between them we can be forgiven for hoping so, for, while Norden were trouncing Monton and Weaste scoring, in the process, 290 runs, we had a similar field day at Ladyhouse where the Milnrow attack was taken  to the cleaners to the tune of 312. Mind you, knowing what a fickle so and so cricket is today’s game could just as easily provide us with a dour, attritional low scoring affair.
So, Norden come here in good spirits then. They have made a cracking start to the season, yesterday’s results notwithstanding, having won their opening 4 games. They will no doubt be hoping to go one better than last term when they finished level on points with Monton at the top of the table only to lose out on a card play off.
Their team contains that clichéd mix of youth and experience and a well balanced side is at the disposal of skipper Dexter Fitton.

With rumours abounding that this could be his last season, it is worth mentioning that it seems like only yesterday that ‘Teddy’ was a gangling teenager making his way in the game at Dane Street and it is a testament to his ability that he managed to overcome the handicap of spending his formative cricketing years in the disruptive company of such CLL ‘luminaries’ as Nigel Skilling, Roger Saunders and Tof Malik.
The disappointment felt at losing for the first time this season against Clifton was diluted by the terrific performance at Milnrow. The Pro’s maiden century for us was naturally the highlight in our 312 for 9, but mention must also be made of Derek Faulkner 73, Scott Butterworth 49 n.o. and the Skipper 36. Scott then revealed his potential with the ball when he provided more of a threat with his pace and movement than any of the opposition’s bowlers had. After he had made early inroads into the home team’s batting it was only a perky last wicket partnership of that took Milnrow to  respectability.
They say that you are starting to get old when policemen look 
young.  And this age perception thing also works in reverse .For example, 
someone who looks young to you and me may seem to be just a couple of 
birthdays short of a pension to an ankle biter. 
Therefore, imagine the querying looks of some our more venerable 
members at Ladyhouse last weekend when, having 

asked a young Milnrow player which member of our second team 
had got the runs in our 8 wicket victory, they received the reply 
‘Some pretty old guy’ – with the emphasis being on ‘old’ rather than 
‘pretty’. And curiosity was replaced by a feeling that all hope 

had gone when the ‘pretty old guy’ turned out to the former babe magnet 
who had previously been known as just ‘pretty’ – Chicken 
Butterworth!
The previous day the seconds beat Clifton - also by 8 wickets, and 

‘The Pretty Old Guy’ notched a half century in this game too and both 

victories mean that the two’s 100% record remains intact.
The Thirds were beaten for the first time against Greenmount on Monday 

but the Under 18’s won comfortably in a T/20 game at Clifton.

Latest 100 Club Winners: P. Docker, R. Turner, R. Oldfield.
TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Norden
D. Ayres                                           D. Fitton
D. Cryer                                           H. Malik
A. Dawson                                        N. Brierley
E. Wolfenden                                   H. Fitton
D. Faulkner                                     G. Tattersall
S. Butterworth                                 O. Makin
G. Butterworth                                P. Collison
D. Tweddle                                       C. Humphreys
T. Avery                                           J. Poole
N. Avery                                           P. Morrell
C. Spearman                                    M. Price
                      Today’s Ball and Expenses Sponsor: 

                  In memory of HARRY OLDFIELD 
