               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                                 Rochdale v Royton                                
                             Saturday 12th June 2010

So far so good. The season to date has gone better than any of us dared to hope. Both the CLL teams sit proudly at the head of their respective divisions, the Thirds are through to the Semi Final of the Hodson Cup and the Under 18’s, yet to taste defeat, are a point off the top with a game in hand as they enter the two week examination break. And in addition to that, both the Under 15’s and Under 13’s are top of their respective tables to make it reasons to be cheerful parts five and six. 
Naturally, the Club’s flagship team (and that of any other club for that matter) is the 1st XI, but it would take a very one eyed soul to mention them in front of the Thirds in a round up of last weekend’s games. Matt Harling’s men faced Clifton in the Hodson Cup and must have considered that they had done a decent job in restricting the visitors to 118 all out. But, unaccountably they collapsed to 78 for 9 and seemed to be on the point of waving bye bye to the competition. At this stage Mo Zubair was joined by Dave Britton,  who has gained a justifiable reputation as a non batting bowler, and these two put on 41 for the last wicket to defy the odds and take their team to victory in the most exciting of conclusions. The Thirds now face Prestwich in the Semi Final on a date to be arranged.

The First team, meanwhile, continued their good run at Heywood last Saturday. Our recent record at The Crimble isn’t great - in fact we have struggled at home to Heywood too in the last few seasons, so this game was a test of our credentials. Particularly since Heywood had disposed of Norden the previous week. But it was an examination that we passed with honours, winning comfortably by 6 wickets. If that in itself wasn’t good enough, then the pro’s performance with the ball lent the game an even better aura and augurs well for the rest of the season. Furthermore, the way Jack Avery slipped into the opening position (he scored 24 in 88 run partnership with the pro) was another source of satisfaction. Scores: Heywood 150. Rochdale 152 for 4 . 

The Seconds completed the Double over Heywood with another comprehensive win at Redbrook to cement their place at the top. However, they will have to make do without their skipper Ian Gilbertson today. Gilly was forty during the week and has taken a group of Castleton Luminaries to a Poetry, Literary and Art Festival in Amsterdam this weekend.
The T20 continued last night and we hauled ourselves back into contention for a place in the quarter finals with a 20 run victory at Middleton. Star of the show was Rigsby with 84 from our 177 and then for god measure he ran out their main threat just as he was taking the game away from us.

At this point Gerry Reeves and his aging contemporaries can put this programme down and concentrate on the game, the next bit is not for them. Couldn’t resist eh? The Club’s website now contains interesting news from all parts of the Cricket Section, such as selected teams, averages, etc. You can find it on www.rochdaleclsclub.com
And finally, don’t forget – all the World Cup games are being shown on our big screen in the bar. Food will be available. 

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Royton
D. Ayres                                           G. Lees
A. Smith                                           S. Brierley
A. Dawson                                        L. Brown
D. Cryer                                           D. Wilson
D. Faulkner                                     A. Westphal
S. Butterworth                                 J. Lovell
L. Cryer                                            A. Morris                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       T. Walsh
T. Avery                                           M. Hodson
N. Avery                                           R. Mayes
C. Spearman                                    L. Proctor
            Ball Sponsor:    In Memory of Bryan Gee
              Match Expenses Sponsor:  Fred Schofield
