                  Lake Garage Central Lancashire League 
                                Rochdale v Unsworth                                
                             Saturday 22nd May 2010

We welcome players, officials and supporters from Unsworth to Redbrook for today’s game. Unsworth have made a decent start to the season without pulling up any trees so far. They have won three and drawn one of their games, the latest being at Walsden last Saturday when they comfortably passed the visitors 226 with only 5 down.

Unsworth joined the CLL in 1989 and have one senior trophy win to their name – The T/20 Cup in 2008. However they have become increasingly strong since their admission to the League and last season finished just one point off a top five finish and a Lancashire Cup spot.
This year they are led by John Wiggans, who has at his disposal new professional Calvin Flowers an off spinning all rounder from South Africa.  Also in the team is overseas all rounder Jon Fowler who has made a cracking start to the season, having taken 28 wickets already. With both teams keen to make their mark at the top end of the league , and some decent weather having been forecast, an interesting encounter is in prospect.
This, of course, is a big weekend for all CLL clubs. The first round of the JW Lees Wood Cup takes place tomorrow. We entertain Radcliffe, the game starting at 1.30pm and everyone’s support will be most welcome. The financial rewards for a good cup run cannot be sniffed at so the importance of the match can’t be overstated.

As for last weekend’s games, the first team enjoyed an emphatic win at Werneth while the seconds took part in a tied game. The batting stars in the first team’s 283 for 9 were firstly Adam Smith and the skipper, but it would take a hard hearted individual to not enjoy Daz Cryer’s return to form with an excellently constructed 74. It was a good job that there were no games on Sunday though. Daz hadn’t even got any strength left to lift a pint afterwards. Mind you, he’d gone through a week’s supply of pint lifting the previous evening. 
Scott’s opening seven over salvo in which he ripped through Werneth’s top order ensured that any hopes they have had were of the vain variety and ended 139 short.
The Seconds meanwhile might have thought at teatime that they had got their game in the bag. They had notched 256, a score which almost guarantees victory at Redbrook. A terrific riposte from Werneth though ( helped by Harry Clough going over on an ankle and having to withdraw) meant that they levelled the scores with one wicket and nearly 3 overs left. But a crazy attempt at a single, allied to a clean pick up and accurate throw by The Chicken tied the match. And since they had lost another tight(ish) game at Norden a fortnight ago the seconds could do to return to winning ways today.

Two of our young stars were strutting round Redbrook last Saturday night. Greg Butterworth (5 for 48 at Werneth) and Jack Avery, whose ton, posted in harness with Ian Helliwell’s 80, was the major source of the 2nds runs were puffing out their chests like prize roosters. But they were to learn quickly that cricket is cruel mistress. For, in the Under 18’s game at Heywood on Wednesday they were both dismissed cheaply by – wait for it – a girl! It is understood they were under duress though. When they arrived at the wicket she warned them that ‘If you don’t let me get you out, I’ll thcweam and thcweam and thcweam unitil I’m thick’
TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Unsworth
D. Ayres                                           J. Wiggans
A. Smith                                           C. Long
A. Dawson                                        P. Manley
D. Cryer                                           J. Fowler
D. Faulkner                                     A. Gregoriou
S. Butterworth                                 L. Brady
L. Cryer                                            P. Entwistle                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       L. Richards
T. Avery                                           J. O’Brien
N. Avery                                           M. Phair
C. Spearman                                    C. Flowers
                            Today’s Ball and Expenses Sponsor: 

              INDUSTRIAL AND MARINE LIFT SERVICES
