               Lake Garage Central Lancashire League  
                                 Rochdale v Walsden                                
                             Saturday 19th June 2010
Good afternoon and welcome one and all. In particular we offer hearty greetings to the players, officials and supporters from Walsden, today’s opponents. Walsden are undergoing what is called these days a transitional period. Some of their experienced and better known players have moved down to the second team thus providing opportunities for younger players, and while they are in the bottom half of the table, having won three of their league games to date, the experience that they are gaining will doubtless stand them in good stead for the future.
Chris Dewhirst is in charge and he will be looking for opening batsman John Rawlinson, scorer of 1043 runs last season, and professional Dominda Perera, whose batting has impressed respected judges, to provide their threat with bat. Their cause has not been helped though by the absence, through non cricket related injuries, of their overseas wicket keeper and opening bowler.

However, they will still pose a threat as their victory over Monton and Weaste in the first round of the J.W. Lees Wood Cup indicates.  No doubt they will have one eye on tomorrow when they entertain Heywood in the second round. Incidentally, one quirk of this season’ Wood Cup competition is that it is possible for Wasden to win it without leaving Scott Street, since they have been drawn at home in all rounds, and are scheduled to stage the final itself.

Our season continued apace last weekend with our 9 wicket victory over Royton. In the end it was as comfortable as it gets, but there were a couple of spells in the game which were enthralling. First, the appearance of Nellie into our attack after Royton had got off to a flyer was a critical moment in the game and his spell ( and to a lesser extent, the pro’s) was fundamental to our victory. Then later, Craig’s confrontation with Luke Proctor reminded us that batsmanship is not only about hitting sixes. The vital principle of keeping your wicket intact prevails and the pro provided us with a master class in it. And Adam Smith was able to take advantage by posting his second half century of the season. Scores: Royton 119 (N. 
Avery 5-31). Rochdale 124- 1 (A. Smith 51 n.o. C. Spearman 43 n.o.).

As mentioned earlier, the 1st XI travel to Unsworth tomorrow for the Wood Cup second round encounter. Supporters are reminded that game starts at 1.30pm. Alternatively, you could support the seconds in the Burton Cup when they entertain Unsworth seconds, again starting at 1.30pm. The 2nd XI kept their good run going at Royton last week with another convincing win with Ian Helliwell, 84, Kabir Ahmed 45 n.o.being the main scorers in our 235 all out. Royton were then skittled for 84, Harry Clough chipping in with 4 wickets.

You know that you’ve made it on sport when you see people wandering around with your name on the back of their shirt. The first rung on the ladder to this type of stardom though starts with   youngsters are merely pretending to be you.  Well, one of our players is already on his way to this celebrity stellar world. A couple of weeks ago a local butcher was sending a few down to his grandson when the youngster blurted out ‘I’ll be Tom Avery’! A word of warning to his teammates though if they are thinking of taking the mickey out of Thomas over this. . Have you ever heard any budding  cricket star exclaiming ‘I’ll be Dominic Ayres’ or arguing with his friend about who’s going to be Danny Tweddle?   

TODAY’S TEAMS:

Rochdale                                           Walsden
D. Ayres                                           C. Dewhirst
A. Smith                                           J. Rawlinson
A. Dawson                                        E. Guilford
D. Cryer                                           J. Shackleton
D. Faulkner                                     J. Hanson
S. Butterworth                                K. Garland
L. Cryer                                           J. Driver                                                                           
D. Tweddle                                       M. Halstead
T. Avery                                           G. Connor
N. Avery                                           R. Howley
C. Spearman                                    D. Perera
 Ball Sponsor:    Tony Nyland
 Match Expenses Sponsor:  Bitz for Bikes
Umpires Expenses Sponsor:  Northern Employment
